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CONTRIBUTORS
Natale Zappia is an associate professor and the Nadine Austin Wood Chair in
American History at Whittier College. His work explores the intersection of food
systems, Indigenous political economies, and ecological transformations across
early North America. His recent book, Traders and Raiders: The Indigenous World
of the Colorado Basin (UNC Press, 2014; paperback 2016), tells the early history of
the Indigenous Lower Colorado River. Previously, Zappia served as the Executive
Director of the Garden School Foundation, an environmental non-proﬁt based in
South Los Angeles focusing on ecological literacy. He continues his focus on food
justice issues as co-director of Whittier College’s Sustainable Urban Farm Lab and
co-director of Whittier’s Integrated Arts and Humanities Program.
Gary Liss has his B.A. degree in Geography with an emphasis in Cartography/GIS.
He has deep roots in the Mulwood section of Calabasas, having grown up there
through the 1960s/70s, and for many years has enjoyed a multitude of memorable
hikes throughout the Santa Monica Mountains. For the last ten years, he has been
helping the Malibu Creek Docents with their State Park trail map and, as a result,
has acquired a growing interest in the Crags Country Club and early settler history
of Malibu Creek State Park and vicinity. Since the discovery of the largely forgotten
and nearly lost photograph collection of Frank and Josephine Case, uncovering the
story of Frank and Josephine Case and their granddaughter Jane Pier, this article
was conceived and eventually turned into a reality with the help of Merry Ovnick
and the Southern California Quarterly, Wendy Mullins, Linda Dowler, Ann Suhr,
and Linda Ward-Skipworth.
David Neumann earned a PhD in History from the University of Southern California as a Provost’s Fellow. His research focuses on twentieth-century American
religion, particularly in Southern California. His book, Paramahansa Yogananda:
Modern American Religion in a Global Age, will be published by the University of
North Carolina Press in 2019. He has written articles for Religion and American
Culture and The Journal of Religious History. An Assistant Professor of History
Education at Cal Poly Pomona, his work emphasizes historical thinking, historical
literacy, and the intersection of scholarship and pedagogy.

Cover: Crag, Gorge, and Triunfo Creek (later known as Malibu Creek)—the view from the Crags
Country Club’s clubhouse—in a photograph, c. 1913, taken during Frank Case’s tenure as the
resident manager of the club between 1910 and 1936. Courtesy of the Frank and Josephine Case
Collection.

