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CONTRIBUTORS
Andrea Geiger is an associate professor of history at Simon Fraser University in
British Columbia and the author of Subverting Exclusion: Transpaciﬁc Encounters with
Race, Caste, and Borders, 1885–1928 (Yale, 2011), awarded both the 2011 Theodore
Saloutos Book Award (Immigration and Ethnic History Society) and the Association of Asian American Studies History Book Award. Her article, “Reframing Race
and Place: Locating Japanese Immigrants in Relation to Indigenous Peoples in the
North American West, 1880–1940,” appeared in the Southern California Quarterly
95.3 (Fall 2014). Before turning to history, she clerked for both the state and federal
courts in Washington State and served as a reservation attorney for the Confederated Tribes of the Colville Reservation.
Michihiro Ama is the Karashima Tsukasa Associate Professor of Japanese Language and Culture at the University of Montana, Missoula. He was born and raised
in Japan, received his PhD in East Asian Languages and Literatures from the
University of California-Irvine, and taught as Assistant/Associate Professor of
Japanese at the University of Alaska-Anchorage before he joined the University
of Montana. His research interests include the trans-Paciﬁc development of Japanese Buddhism, Buddhism in modern Japanese literature and ﬁlm, and Buddhism
and Japanese language. He is the author of Immigrants to the Pure Land: The Modernization, Acculturation, and Globalization of Shin Buddhism, 1898–1941 (University of
Hawai‘i Press, 2011) and several subsequent articles regarding the Nikkei Buddhist
experience.
Elsa Devienne is Associate Professor of American Studies at the University of Paris
Nanterre, France. She earned her doctorate in history from the École des Hautes
Études en Sciences Sociales, Paris. In 2016, she held a fellowship at the PrincetonMellon Initiative in Architecture, Urbanism, and the Humanities. Her current
book project traces the transformation of the Los Angeles beaches in the twentieth
century from relatively untouched natural spaces into artiﬁcial playgrounds geared
toward the needs and desires of the white middle class.
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